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Riding a motorcycle feels like freedom: wind in your face, an open road ahead, and 
not a worry in the world. But that rush can turn into a real risk if a rider hits the road 
without the right skills. Most new riders skip the safety course and go straight to 
riding, which is one of the biggest mistakes a beginner can make. 

 

Before diving into the details, a quick note for Harley riders gearing up for the road: 
once training is done, the next step is to make sure the bike is road-ready with the 
right gear. Viking Bags, the best motorcycle luggage and aftermarket parts brand 
on the market today, makes some of the finest model-specific saddlebags and 
storage gear available, trusted by riders from coast to coast, from daily commuters to 
long-haul tourers. 

 

Now, back to the main topic, why a motorcycle safety course is one of the smartest 
moves a new rider can make. 

 

1. Why Motorcycle Safety Training Matters More 
Than Most New Riders Think 

 

Every year, a large number of motorcycle crashes involve riders with less than one 
year of riding time. Lack of skill, not lack of luck, is the root cause in most cases. A 
motorcycle safety course bridges that gap fast. It puts a new rider in a controlled 
setting, teaches core skills, and builds the kind of road sense that takes years to 
develop on one's own. 

 

Here are five major reasons every beginner should take a motorcycle safety course 
before hitting public roads. 

 

2. Builds a Strong Foundation of Core Riding Skills 

 



 

 

When someone hops on a motorcycle for the first time, the learning curve is steep. 
Balancing, braking, turning, and throttle control all need to work together 
simultaneously. Getting this right on a busy road, while also watching for traffic, is a 
lot to handle at once. 

 

A safety course removes that pressure. It puts new riders in a safe lot with trained 
coaches who break each skill down step by step. Here is what a standard course 
covers: 

● Slow-speed control: Learning how to balance and steer at low speeds is one 
of the hardest parts of riding. Courses drill this until it becomes muscle 
memory. 

● Smooth braking: New riders often grab the brakes too hard or too late. 
Courses teach how to use both front and rear brakes together for safe, smooth 
stops. 

● Cornering and turning: Poor cornering is one of the top causes of single-rider 
crashes. Courses teach the right technique for leaning, looking, and rolling 
through turns with confidence. 



● Throttle and clutch control: Jerky throttle or clutch use leads to stalls and 
loss of control. Courses fix bad habits before they get ingrained. 

● Emergency stops and swerves: These are the skills that save lives in real 
traffic situations. 

 

Building these skills in a low-risk setting means a rider enters public roads with real 
confidence, not just optimism. 

 

3. Develops Better Road Awareness and Hazard 
Detection 

 

 

 

One thing that separates a skilled rider from a nervous one is the ability to see 
danger before it arrives. This skill, often called road sense, does not come naturally. It 
has to be taught. 



 

Motorcycle safety courses spend a good chunk of time on hazard detection and risk 
management. Riders learn to scan the road well ahead, check mirrors at the right 
times, and spot road hazards such as gravel, potholes, wet patches, and cars about 
to change lanes without signaling. 

 

This kind of training also covers space-cushion management, maintaining a safe 
gap between the bike and other vehicles at all times. New riders tend to follow too 
closely, leaving little time to react when something goes wrong. 

 

The mental side of riding, staying focused, staying calm, and making quick decisions, 
is just as important as the physical side. Safety courses address both. 

4. Reduces the Risk of Crashes and Serious Injury 

 

The data on this is clear. Riders who complete a formal safety course have a lower 
crash rate than those who skip the training. The skills learned in a course do not just 
make riding feel smoother; they make it measurably safer. 

 

Here is how safety course training reduces crash risk: 

● Proper technique means fewer errors: Mistakes like target fixation (staring at 
what you want to avoid), late braking, and poor lane positioning are common 
among untrained riders. Courses fix these early. 

● Low-speed skills prevent tip-overs: Many crashes occur at very low speeds in 
parking lots and driveways. The slow-speed drills in a course directly reduce 
this risk. 

● Confidence without overconfidence: Untrained riders often ride beyond 
their skill level because they do not know what they lack. Training gives a 
realistic picture of skill level and limits. 

● Better gear awareness: Courses stress the importance of wearing the right 
protective gear every single ride, helmet, gloves, jacket, boots, and explain 
why it matters in a crash. 

 

A brief weekend investment can make a lifetime of riding significantly safer. 



 

5. Can Lower Motorcycle Insurance Costs 

 

Here is a benefit that often surprises new riders: completing a certified safety course 
can lead to a discount on motorcycle insurance. 

 

Many insurance providers offer a rate reduction for riders who hold a certificate from 
a recognized training program, such as the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) in 
the United States. The logic is simple: a trained rider is a lower-risk rider, and insurers 
price their policies accordingly. 

 

The savings vary by provider and location, but the discount often covers a large 
portion of the course fee. In many cases, the insurance savings pay back the cost of 
the course within the first year. For a new rider already spending on gear, a bike, and 
registration, any savings on ongoing costs are worth pursuing. 

 

It is worth calling an insurance provider before signing up for a course to ask directly 
about available discounts; most are happy to share the details. 

 

6. Earns a Motorcycle License Waiver in Most U.S. 
States 

 

In most U.S. states, passing a certified motorcycle safety course waives the 
requirement to take the standard DMV riding skills test. This is one of the most 
practical benefits for a new rider. 

 

The DMV riding test can be stressful, especially for someone who has just started 
riding. The course itself covers the same skills in a more relaxed, coached setting. 
Finishing the course and walking out with a completion certificate that goes straight 
to the DMV to waive the test is a much smoother path to a full motorcycle license. 

 



Beyond the test waiver, the certificate also serves as proof of training, which adds to 
the discussion of the insurance discount covered above. 

 

For new riders eager to get on the road legally and safely, a safety course is the 
fastest and smartest route to a full license. 

 

7. Quick Tips: What to Look for in a Motorcycle 
Safety Course 

 

Not all training programs are built the same. Here are a few things to check before 
signing up: 

● Certification: Look for courses offered by or based on the MSF (Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation) curriculum, the most widely recognized standard in the 
United States. 

● Hands-on range time: A good course splits time between classroom learning 
and actual riding on a practice range. More saddle time equals more skill built. 

● Certified coaches: Instructors should hold current certification from a 
recognized body. 

● Bike rental included: Many beginner courses provide training bikes, which 
are ideal for someone who has not yet bought a bike or does not want to risk 
their own machine during drills. 

● Test waiver eligibility: Confirm that the state where the course is taken 
honors the certificate for a DMV skills test waiver. 

 

8. Gearing Up After the Course: The Right Storage 
for the First Long Ride 

 



 

 

Once the safety course is done and a full license is in hand, a beginner rider is ready 
to explore. Whether the bike is a Harley-Davidson, Honda, Yamaha, Indian, or any 
other popular brand, the next smart move before heading out on longer trips is to 
pick up reliable, well-fitting luggage. 

 

Viking Bags, the best motorcycle saddlebag maker in the business, covers riders 
across virtually every major brand and model. The motorcycle saddlebags collection 
at Viking Bags spans leather saddlebags, hard saddlebags, Viking sissy bar bags, 
tank bags, tail bags, swing arm bags, tour packs, and more. Every bag is model-
specific, which means it fits a given bike without any cutting, drilling, or guesswork. 
All the required mounting hardware is included right in the box. 

 

A few things that set Viking apart from the competition: 

● Key-lockable lids on every bag: All Viking hard and leather saddlebags come 
with a key-lock system and a pair of keys. No need to buy a separate lock or 
leave gear unattended and unsecured. 

● Weather-resistant builds: Every bag is designed to withstand rain, dust, and 
heat. The fiberglass shells on the hard saddlebags and the synthetic Viking 
leather on the soft bags are both tested for real-world riding conditions. 

● Premium foam liners: The interior foam keeps gear in place and prevents 
rattling, which many cheaper bags on the market skip. 

https://www.vikingbags.com/pages/motorcycle-saddlebags
https://www.vikingbags.com/pages/motorcycle-saddlebags
https://www.vikingbags.com/pages/motorcycle-saddlebags
https://www.vikingbags.com/collections/motorcycle-sissy-bar-bags


● Multiple mounting options: Viking offers throw-over, hard mount, shock cut-
out, and quick-disconnect (QDS) mounting across its lineup, so riders can pick 
a setup that works for their bike and riding style. 

● Four size options: From compact 10L solo bags for short city runs to extra-
large 44L pairs for cross-country trips, the range covers every kind of ride. 

 

Whether the goal is a weekend run, a cross-state tour, or simply having room for 
daily essentials, Viking has a storage solution that fits the bike and the budget. 

 

9. Final Thoughts 

 

A motorcycle safety course is not just a box to check on the way to a license. It is 
genuine, hands-on training that builds the skills, awareness, and habits that keep 
riders safe for years to come. For a beginner, it is one of the smartest investments 
possible in skill, safety, and savings. 

 

Once the training is behind and the road is ahead, having the right gear on the bike 
matters just as much as having the right skills. Viking Bags, the best Harley-
Davidson saddlebag and motorcycle luggage maker in the business, makes it easy 
to outfit any Harley Low Rider S with storage that looks great, fits perfectly, and holds 
up on any road. Take the course. Get the gear. Ride well. 

 


